UNIVERSITY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

TYPOGRAPHY 1 PROJECT: TYPE AROUND TOWN I

ESTIMATED TIME: 8 WEEKS (MID-TERM/FINALS) PROFESSOR JACOB ROBISON
SKILLS: Observation, Critique Phone: (412) 610-2753

TOOLS: Photography Email: jacob.robison@udc.edu
PROJECT WORTH: 100 points/ 200 total

BRIEF
The intent of this typographic scavenger hunt is to strengthen students observational skills.

DIRECTIVE

Students are tasked with photographing examples of poor typography around the DC metro region.
Examples can be taken from anywhere including signage, menus, posters and other printed materials
etc. Along with the images students will provide a brief explanation of their reasoning as well as a
solution. Five images will be due at mid-term and another five will be due the final week of class.

SPECIFICATIONS
Document Size: 8-1/2" x 11" no bleed
Quantity: 5 at mid-term & 5 at finals week

FINAL ARTWORK SUBMITTAL

One the day of critique you will submit a PDF file with 5 pages. On each page you will
include your image, a location, a brief summary explaining the problem and your solution for
fixing it. Late work will not be accepted and will result in zero points for this project.

SCHEDULE
Wednesday, August 24: Project Introduction
Wednesday, October 5: Five examples due
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LOCATION & APPLICATION:
Washington, DC - Applied vinyl lettering on the side of a truck.

PROBLEM:

Very little attention was paid to the way in which the sans serif and serif type interact with each
other. There is no reason for mixing both typefaces within a single word. Additionally, the “INC.” text
being set in a script font makes absolutely no sense and negatively affects readability.

SOLUTION:
Set the text “American Glass” and “Inc” in a sans serif type to match the rest of the
design. Lose the small caps and set the entire text in all caps.
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