UNIVERSITY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

TYPOGRAPHY 1 PROJECT: DESCRIPTIVE TYPE Il

ESTIMATED TIME: 2 WEEKS PROFESSOR JACOB ROBISON
SKILLS: Manipulation, Form, Color, Layout Phone: (412) 610-2753
TOOLS: Adobe InDesign, lllustrator Email: jacob.robison@udc.edu

PROJECT WORTH: 100 points

BRIEF
Design abstract compositions that describe a given term using only letter-forms.

DIRECTIVE

You will create 6 typographic compositions that interpret & reflect the provided terms below. Please
refer to the definitions of each term to inform your compositional solutions. This formalistic project

is an exercise in seeing the infinite possibilities of letter-forms as vehicles for communication. The
intent is to explore the fundamental elements of design and to develop skills for executing more
expressive, resonant typography. You are required to use at least 2 letter-forms per composition and
can use numerals, punctuation and/ or other glyphs within your designs. DO NOT use the given term
in your composition, rather use letterforms or words that support your theme. Use as many colors

as your concept dictates, except for “Negative/Positive” which only requires black & white.

Students will explore type as a shape rather than a letter from the alphabet. While working you

must think about design principals such as Balance, Proportion, Rhythm, Emphasis, Unity, Texture,
Color, Shape, Line, Space, Proximity, Contrast, Structure, Pattern, Density, Form and Direction etc.
Additionally, consider techniques such as cropping, overlapping and illusionary space of letter-forms.
The “Pathfinder” tool in InDesign or Illustrator will be a useful mechanism for creating your designs.

SIX TERMS
Scale
Negative/Positive
Pattern
Congestion
Tension

Playful

SPECIFICATIONS
Document Size: 5" x 7" (Portrait or Landscape) with an % inch bleed all around
Quantity: 6 compositions

FINAL ARTWORK SUBMITTAL
One the day of critique you will submit a PDF file with 6 pages (one page per composition). You will also
submit your hard-copy sketches. Late work will not be accepted and will result in zero points for this project.

SCHEDULE

Monday September 26: Project Introduction / Descriptive Type Lecture
Wednesday September 28: Begin Digital illustration

Monday October 3: Review Mid-Term, Continue Digital Illustration
Wednesday Ocotber 5: Mid-Term Exam, Continue Digital lllustration
Monday October 10: No Class - Columbus Day

Wednesday October 12: Submit Final Artwork, Class Critique
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SCALE

The size of elements in relation to one another in a layout. Establish hierarchy. Spatial depth can be
achieved by placing large elements in the front and smaller elements in the back. Overlapping shapes
can increase the illusion of spatial depth. Contrasting scale, where one element in a layout
overpowers another, can result in intriguing relationships between design elements.

NEGATIVE/POSITIVE
Elements in stark contrast to one another provide visual interest and emphasis. Dynamic visual
activity develops when positive colored shapes are surrounded by negative colors and spacing.

PATTERN

Repeating the letter-forms of similar or varying size, color and direction can create a pattern.
This also helps establish rhythm, or a sense of movement from one element to the

next. Considering exploring the pattern tool within Adobe lllustrator.

CONGESTION
Letter-forms/elements in close relation to one another can create a sense of clutter or congestion.
Play with scale, overlapping and angles.

TENSION
Elements that create a sense of unbalance or unrest. Play with angle, size, direction and color.

PLAYFUL
Letter-forms that provide a sense of fun and carefree energy. Consider the arrangement and
the interaction of your letter-forms and colors that reinforce a sense of playfulness.



