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TYPOGRAPHY 1 EXERCISE: COLOR 
ESTIMATED TIME: 1 HOUR
SKILLS: Observation, Leading   
TOOLS: Adobe InDesign, Pencil 
PROJECT WORTH: 100 points

PROFESSOR JACOB ROBISON
Phone: (412) 610-2753
Email: jacob.robison@udc.edu

BRIEF
In typography we refer to color as a way to describe the relative lightness or darkness of a block of 
text. The shade of color in a text block is dictated by factors including font size, the space between 
letters (kerning) the space between lines (leading) as well as the font itself. The visual weight of a text 
block is influenced by the amount of ink that is used to create the characters and the amount of paper 
that is visible through the characters. Variations in this visual color influence a font’s legibility and 
that is why certain fonts are consistently used for body copy while others are used for headings. 

DIRECTIVE
On the first page create a text frame sized 6.5" × 9" and select any typeface, set the point size to 8 and 
fill the text frame with placeholder text. Set the leading very tight (somewhere around 4 or 5 points) so 
that your text is touching. Moving every 3-5 lines adjust your leading gradually to open up the spacing 
down the page. Your text frame should gradually transition from very tight to very loose lines of type. 
You will likely overset the text frame — this is OK. On page 2 create a text frame sized 6.5" × 9" and 
apply a 1 point black stroke. Print out both pages when you are finished. Finally, look at your printout 
and squint until you can’t read the text but you can see the shades of grey that it creates. Using a pencil 
shade in the blank box on page 2 to match the grey tones of the text. See how close you can come 
to matching the tonal weight. Put your name on both sheets, staple and hand into me for grading.

SPECIFICATIONS
Create a 2 page Adobe InDesign document
Sized 8.5” × 11” • No Bleed
1” Margins (all around)

FINAL ARTWORK SUBMITTAL
Your submission will include a printed copy of your work and the hand shaded page 2. 
Additionally, you will place the native InDesign file in your folder on the schools server. 
Late work will not be accepted and will result in zero points for this exercise. 

SCHEDULE
Wednesday September 7: Exercise Introduction
Monday September 12: Exercise Due at beginning of class
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COLOR VARIATION AMONG DIFFERENT LEADING SETTINGS


